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would be required no longer, for parliament was dissolved.
John Bradshaw spiritedly rebuked him: 'Sir, we have heard
what you did at the house this morning, and before many hours
all England will hear it; but you arc mistaken to think that the
parliament is dissolved; for no power under heaven can dissolve
them but themselves: therefore, take you notice of that.'
The supreme authority on this period comments that 'Brad-
shaw was right: the ideal of constitutional government which
the Long Parliament represented would prove stronger in the
end than Cromwell's redcoats. . . . With its expulsion, the army
flung away the one shred of legality with which it had hitherto
covered its actions.'1 It is certainly true that military force
appeared 'naked and unashamed', having cast aside the trans-
parent veil of constitutionalism. For the moment, however, the
populace greeted with hearty approval the ignominious ejection
of the Rump. Its members had become so odious that contem-
poraries eagerly listened to, and repeated with exaggerations,
the reproaches Cromwell had hurled at offending members.3
Also3 there was a certain poetical justice that the Rump,
•which owed its supremacy in the commons to the military coup
fitat of Pride's Purge (just as the earlier presbyterians owed
their majority to the expulsion of royalists), should at length
fall a victim to military violence. Nevertheless the 'interrup-
tion'j, as the expulsion of the Rump was called in parliamentary
circles in 1660, was a grievous mistake, for it divided the civilian
and military supporters of the republic. The bitter hatred the
rigid republicans felt for the Cromwellians was never appeased,
and wrecked the successive parliaments Oliver and Richard
Cromwell summoned. It survived the downfall of Richard
Cromwell and was fatal to the compromise hastily arranged
with the army leaders in the spring of 1659. Not even the
shadow of the approaching Restoration could make men like
Hesilrige, Scot, and Vane forget or forgive the ignominy they
endured on 20 April 1653.
Having expelled the Rump because it refused to dissolve
itself, the army leaders could hardly delay in substituting some
kind of representative body. It must be confessed that they
were grossly inconsistent, inasmuch as their nominees were not
1	Firth, Cromwell, p. 324.
2	For a severe condemnation of the Long Parliament, see *The Digression', in
Milton's History of Britain (Works, x, 317-55)„

